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Sarah Hedges, MPH
Deputy Chief, Epidemiology, Informatics, and Surveillance, and Laboratory Branch, Division of Global Health Protection
Sarah Hedges, MPH, is currently on detail serving as the Finance Lead for the Division of Global Health Protection.  She holds primary responsibility for managing a diverse portfolio of more than $186M across 8 headquarters organizational units and 32 country offices.

Ms. Hedges serves as the Deputy Chief of the Epidemiology, Informatics, and Surveillance, and Laboratory (EISL) Branch in CDC’s Division of Global Health Protection (DGHP). Ms. Hedges is the senior management official with responsibility for overseeing multi-functional program management and operations activities involving a broad and complex range of public health programs that are operated abroad. She is responsible for managing the day-today operations of the EISL Branch and advising on the implementation of public health research and capacity building activities in DGHP country offices.  In addition, Ms. Hedges serves as the Acting Country Director and Deputy Director At Large for the CDC South Caucuses Office. In this role, she liaises with the US Embassy, Georgian public health leaders, and other partners to provide programmatic and scientific leadership for CDC activities in country. Ms. Hedges joined the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 2011 as a Public Health Analyst with the Global Disease Detection Branch.  She served as a country officer and provided program management and operational support to four Global Disease Detection Regional Centers before moving into the Deputy Branch Chief position in April, 2015.  

Before joining CDC, Ms. Hedges received a Master’s Degree in Public Health from Tulane University’s School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine.  She started her career in global health by serving as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Mozambique working with CARE International on a HIV and AIDS project.  She lead monitoring and evaluation activities, introduced electronic patient tracking systems in rural health clinics, wrote and managed a mobile phone app for community healthcare workers to track patients lost to follow up, and organized voluntary counseling and testing events with local businesses.  Ms. Hedges earned her Bachelors of Arts from Loyola University New Orleans. 
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